
Do you have so many interests and are
having trouble narrowing down your
major? Or maybe you have not decided
what you would like to do for the rest of
your life. If this sounds like you, an As-
sociate in Arts (A.A.) Degree in Liberal
Arts may be the way to go.

WHAT ARE THE LIBERAL ARTS?
The liberal arts are defined by study in disci-
plines that expand, quantify, dramatize, and
question knowledge and the human experi-
ence. Employers and four-year colleges look at
a degree in the liberal arts as evidence of a stu-
dent’s ability to think critically, to interpret cre-
atively, and to assess logically. Study in the
liberal arts involves delving into artistic, scien-
tific, quantitative, and social representations of
human knowledge.

LIBERAL ARTS ADVISEMENT
Not quite sure what classes you ought to take
first? Confused about what a complete semes-
ter in the liberal arts ought to look like on your
transcript? Go to M201 to make an appointment
with a liberal arts advisor!

WHAT CAN A LIBERAL ARTS DEGREE
DO FOR ME?
• Give you a solid foundation of knowledge

and skills for transfer to a four-year col lege.
• Qualify you to enter career tracks (City civil

service or NYPD, for example) that require
an Associate Degree as the first stepping
stone for promotion. And with the assis-
tance of KCC’s Career Counseling and
Transfer Office, you can earn money be-
fore you graduate.

WHICH SCHOOLS WILL ACCEPT MY
CREDITS WHEN I TRANSFER?
All CUNY Schools will accept your credits, in-
cluding:
• Brooklyn College
• CSI-College of Staten Island
• Baruch College
• Hunter College
• John Jay College

Other popular transfer schools for KCC stu-
dents include:
• Long Island University
• Pace University
• New York University
• SUNY schools

WHAT IF I DECIDE NOT TO TRANSFER
RIGHT AWAY?
You keep your degree. A two-year Associate’s
Degree is like money in the bank. Those cred-
its won’t disappear. The skills you will learn dur-
ing your time at Kingsborough are those that
employers seek: the ability to read and com-
pare materials from different sources; synthe-
size information; draw informed conclusions;
and communicate your opinions in writing and
orally.
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• BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

• BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

•COMMUNICATIONS AND
PERFORMING ARTS

• ENGLISH AND LITERATURE

• FINE ARTS

• FOREIGN LANGUAGES

• HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY AND 
POLITCAL SCIENCE

• MATHEMATICS

• PHYSICAL SCIENCES

The College requires each student to
demonstrate basic reading, writing and com-
putational skills by satisfactorily completing
courses and passing assessment tests in
English and Mathematics.

In addition to the general requirements for
all students, Liberal Arts students are re-
quired to take courses from a variety of
Groups.

Groups are like families of disciplines:

GROUP I: ART, MUSIC, SPEECH, 
THEATRE  ARTS*

The arts allow students to hold up a mirror
and see reality from a different perseptive.
Becoming conversant in the arts helps stu-
dents see what makes us human and ap-
preciate how art represents our humanity
and enhances it. (9 credits in at least 2
areas)

GROUP II: LANGUAGE, LITERATURE,
PHILOSOPHY
Language is the link that brings these disci-
plines together. The study of literature and
philosophy aids students in their search for 
truth, and for the artful expression of experi-

ence in words. Study of a foreign language
not only broadens students’ horizons lin-
guistically but also helps students communi-
cate with the larger world. (9 credits in at
least 2 areas)

GROUP III: ECONOMICS, HISTORY,
POLITICAL SCIENCE
Economics helps students to understand the
management of personal and world re-
sources. History provides context for the
world so students can understand the past
and build insights about the future. Political
science furthers these lessons by helping
students to see how power works in govern-
ments and societies.(9 credits in ANY areas)

GROUP IV: ANTHROPOLOGY, SOCIOL-
OGY, PSYCHOLOGY
Study in anthropology and sociology leads
students to see how cultures work in the
past and present around the world.Psychol-
ogy links the study of culture to the mind.
(9 credits in at least 2 areas)

GROUP V: BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES,
MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTER SCI-
ENCE, PHYSICAL SCIENCE
Biology is the study of living organisms.
Mathematics is the study of quantity and
logic while computer science is the study of
data processing. Along with physical sci-
ences like physics and chemistry, these
courses allow students to build their reason-
ing and problem solving skills and to define
for themselves what is possible.(11 credits
in at least 2 areas)

DISCIPLINES IN THE 
LIBERAL ARTS GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

GROUP REQUIREMENTS


