Defining a Site in Dreamweaver CS3, Basic Tab

By: Paul Davis

Follow this step by step guide on how to create a site in Dreamweaver CS3 using the basic tab.
In this example, we will be setting up a site called databasepack.com on a PHP/mySQL
Linux/GNU server, although the instructions are applicable for any server model and scripting
language. The few bits of information you must have to follow along is your FTP address (which
could be your domain name), your login and password.

Getting Started

As with many functions in Dreamweaver, there are two ways to access the site functions, either
from the Site menu on the main menu bar or the Files panel, site dropdown.
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Image 1: The Site Menu
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Image 2: The File Panel

This will open up the Site Definition interface, which looks like:



Editing Files

A ste, in Adobe Dreamweaver C53, is & coldlection of files and folders that corresponds to 3
website on a server,

What would you like to name your site?

What is tha HTTP Address (URL) of your site?
http:/f
Example: hitp:/fwwew.myHost.com fmySite

IF you want to work directly on the server using FTP or RDS, you should create an FTP or RDS
server connection. Werking drectly on the server does not alow you to perform sitevade
operabons ke nk cheddng or site reports.

Image 3: Site Definition interface

The two important bits of information to enter on this panel include the site name and the site
HTTP Address (URL). We will enter "Database Packs™ for the site name and the full URL for the
HTTP Address, http://www.databasepack.com.

A site, in Adobe Dreamweaver C53, is a collection of files and folders that corresponds to a
website on a server.

What would vou like to name your site?

Database Packs F‘

Example: mySite

<

Image 4: Site Name

What is the HTTP Address (URL) of your site?

http:/fwww.databasepack. com ?
- Example: http: ffwww. myHost. com/mySite —

Image 5: HTTP Address

Click the Next = button and the server-side technologies panel will load. It looks like:



Editing Files, Part 2

Do you want bo work, with a serves bechnology such az ColdFusion, ASPHET, ASP, JSP, o PHP?

@ No, | do not want ho e & server technology,
e, | weant bo use & server technology,

Image 6: The Server language selection

We want to click on the second radio button (to indicate we want a server technology), like so:

Do you wank to work with a server technology such a: ColdFusion, ASP.NET, ASP, JSP, or PHP?

T Mo, | do ot want to use & servet technology,
@ Yes, | want to use & gerver technology.

\Which server technolagy?
[NDFB vJ

<

Image 7: Selecting the server technology

On the Which server technology? dropdown, we want to select the last option, PHP MySQL,
as shown below in Image 8. Then we want to click the Next > button again.
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Image 8: The available server technologies

Our next option is on how to work with the files during development. This will determine how
previews work and if you have a staging/test server or just a production server. If you have a
server setup on your local machine, you can select the first option. If you have a server set up
on a direct network connection (in your office, for example, you could open up the folder to the
root directory of the web site using your network connections). In most cases, you will edit them
locally and then upload them to a remote server, which is the default option selected when the
panel loads. The only thing we want to change is where the files are stored on your local
machine - click the folder icon and navigate (or create) the folder where you would like the files
stored. Click the Next > button when done.



Editing Files, Part 3

Howe do you weank to wodk vath pour files dunng development?

) Edit and test locally [my besting serves iz on this compubes)
@) Edit localy, then upload to iemabe bestng server
1 Edit duectly on remote tasting server using local rebwork

Where on yous compater do vou want bo store wouw files?
oD ocuments and Settmos \Admersstratot\DesktophDatabaze

Image 9: Server and local file setup

Now you should have following panel to work with:



Testing Files

Howe do you connect bo o besting serves?
| Local/Metwork -]

‘wihat foldes on your server do pou want lo stone your files in?
=

[7] Refiesh remote file fist automatically

Image 10: Testing files setup

Select the FTP option in the How do you connect to your testing server? option.

< RDS

Image 11: FTP option selection

This changes the panel to include the form fields for the FTP connection and it looks like the
below now:



| Basc | Advanced |

Site Definition

Testing Files

Howe do you connect bo o besting serves?
FTP *

‘Wwhat is the hostname of FTP addiess of youw Web server?

‘What foldes on the besting server do pou wank to store your fles n?
What is pour FTF logn?

‘What iz your FTP pazsword?

[7] Use Secure FTP [SFTP)

| TestConnection |

Image 12: FTP connection options

The entries for the FTP include the FTP address, folder the files are stored in and the FTP login
and password. The FTP address in most cases could be the domain name - check with your
hosting company if they have a special FTP address for you to use or check your control panel for
the FTP setup. FTP addresses, for example, could be ftp.databaseback.com instead of the
www.databasepack.com. On a lot of Linux/GNU servers, the web site root folder is the
public_html folder. Your server may have a different folder name or no folder name. Lastly, the
FTP login and password settings need to be entered, these are from your hosting company. If
you do not share your PC with anyone, click the Save checkbox. If you do share your PC with
someone and you don't want them to have the ability to FTP to this web site, uncheck the Save
button. Once you've got the FTP set up, click on the Test Connection button to make sure
everything works. Click the Next > button to continue.

What iz the hosthiame or FTP address of your Web sereer?
vy, databazepack. com ‘—-—-—-_F

Image 13: FTP address

<



"What folder on the testing server do pou want to store your files in?

Dub“ﬂ_htl’ﬂl h
<

Image 14: Remote folder entry
YWhat iz pour FTP login? | -

YWhat iz pour FTP pazswaord? :
--------l ‘ Save

[] Uze Secura FTP [SFTF)

<[ T ezt Connection ]k

Image 15: Password and Login settings

Finishing up the testing files settings, Dreamweaver needs to set up the URL root folder for your
site. The following panel will load up for us to make the needed changes:

Testing Files, Part 2

Dreamweaver commuricates with wour testing sesver usng HT TP [just bke a biowser], zo it needs
1o know the UBL of wous ste's roat folde:.

What |__!FII_ waddw.r_us! luhm o lh! rook of pour sibe?
httpe £ v dat abasepack. com/pubhe._htmls
Example: hittp://ServesOne/RootFolder

| TestURL

Image 16: Finishing up on the testing panels



It will append the domain web address with the folder from the prior panels and, in our case,
gives us http://www.databasepack.com/public_html/ (as seen in Image 17). Since the server
puts up at the folder below where the server stores the web site, we need to use the public_html
folder to get Dreamweaver to be in sync with the web server files. Here, we need to correct the
folder name by removing it, so Dreamweaver will know that the index.php in our local root folder
is the index.php home page for the site. Simply put, just remove the public_html/ from the entry
(as shown in Image 18).

What URL would you use o browse to the root of pour site’?
hittp: A M. databazepack. comdpublic_ kgl
E xample: http:a’a’ServeanEa’HDDtFulderi\
<
Image 17: The default URL from Dreamweaver

What URL would wou uze to browse to the root of pour zite?
hittp: A Ao databazepack. com &

- E=ample: http: /S erverdne/FootFolder/

Image 18: The corrected URL for Dreamweaver

Setting up the Check-in/out and sharing files options - the next panel has the options set for
this.



10

Sharing Files

Do you want bo enable checking i and checking out ez, to ensure that you and your coworkers
cannot edit the sams e at the same time?

() Yesz, enable check in and check oul.
@ Mo, donot enable check m and check out

| <Back || next> || cancel ||

Image 19: Sharing files panel

If you do not need to share files, just click the Next > button. Otherwise, change the option to
Yes, enable check in and check out. Then the panel will change to include the options for the
check in and out. | would leave the second option as is, when you get a file from the server, you
should check it out. The two textfields are for your name and email address. This is so others
who need to check out a file you have checked out know who you are and have a way to get in
touch (on the off chance you forgot about the file and didn't check it back in or an emergency
edit needs to occur and they want to let you know that the file will be changed, etc). When done,
click the Next = button.



11

Do pou ward to enable checking in and checking oul ez, o ensure that you and vour co-warkers
cannot edit the zame file at the same time?

@ “Yes, enable check in and check lﬂ'——-

Mo, do not enable check in and check o,

WWhen you open a file that isn't checked out, should Dreamweaver check it out, or do pou want o
wiew a read-ondy copy’?

@ Dreamweaver should check it out,
0 | wank bo view a read-only copy.

“what iz your name? (
wihat iz pour email address? ‘,

<
Image 20: Check in and Check out options

Finally! We are at the summary of the site setup. Quickly review the information and determine if
anything needs to be changed and, if so, use the < Back button to go back to the panel that
would need to be changed. Once you are satisfied, click on the Done button.



;
Yo site has the folowing seltngs:

Local info:
Site Mame: Datshaze Packs
Lecal Root Folder: C:\U sees'\PaubDocuments\My Webs\databasepack sy

Remote info:
Access: FTP
FTP Host wans. dalabasepack com
Check-infcheck-out Disabled,

Testing server:
Access: FTP
FTP Haslk vain databasepack oo

“Your gite can be futher configured wing the ddvanced Tab

Image 21: Summary panel

Conclusion

Once you have set up the site, you can find it in the Files panel, as shown in Image 22. With
sites you are able to have Dreamweaver's site functionality and features work for you—paths are
easier to deal with (no more file://|// type stuff in your image names) and you can make your
server-side technologies work! Happy site building!
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i ¥ Files
 Assets | Snippet

| £ Database Packs - | [Local view -
2 C | LY a8
Local Files | size| Type | Modified
Iy Site - Databa... Folder 8/16/2007 &
<

Image 22: Finding the site in the files panel

http://www.communitymx.com/content/article.cfm?cid=02EB4&print=true



