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COMMUNITY COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES AND HUMAN SERVICES
Dr. Susan Farrell, Chairperson

TO: College- Wide Curriculum Committee Members
FROM: '  Maria Bartolomeo-Maida
Assistant Professor of Psychology, Department of Behavioral Sciences
DATE: March 1, 2015
RE: Change and Rationalé for Course Title- PSY 37

Please see the corresponding Curriculum Data Transmittal sheet for the request to change the
title of Psychology of Women (PSY 37) to Psychology of Gender, with the course number and
amount of credits for the course remaining the same. Considering that the Women’s Studies
program has been renamed to Women’s and Gender Studies, the proposed change in course title
of PSY 37 would be in alignment with the larger program. Further, the change in course title
might invite more male students to enroll in the course. Though the course will continue to
include content on the history of Women’s Studies and the importance of women’s perspectives
due to the oppression that women have faced historically, and continue to face, it becomes
difficult to study women without studying men. Hence, this course will broaden the dialogue on
gender roles, oppression, relationships, health, etc. by also examining men’s issues and
perspectives and looking at relations between men and women. There are several other colleges
in the NYC Metro area that are also moving in this broader direction of the study of gender
versus women specifically.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

CC: Dr. Susan Farrell
Dr. William Winter
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES AND HUMAN SERVICES
Dr. Susan Farrell, Chairperson

TO: College- Wide Curriculum Committee Members
FROM: Maria Bartolomeo-Maida
Assistant Professor of Psychology, Department of Behavioral Sciences
DATE:  March1,2015
RE: Outline of Proposed Changes for PSY37

Currently, PSY 37 is an elective for the major in Mental Health and Human Services as well as
the Women’s and Gender Studies Concentration. It is not listed by full course title (Psychology
of Women) under any specific degree program. Rather, what needs to be changed in the college
catalog is the description for PSY 37. The 2014-2015 provides the following course description,
which will need to be deleted:

PSY 3700- Psychology of Women

Study of psychological factors, specifically related to models of women, including traditional
models of femininity in social, occupational, and sex roles. This approach is analytical with
denotative and connotative definition of terms, analyzing traditional and new female models and
identities and some problems these models present in personality integration. Recent
psychological research on women in presented. Male and female student experiences are used to
help support, or refute, theories presented. ’

To add in its place would be the following:

PSY 3700- Psychology of Gender

Study of psychological factors related to women and men, including traditional and current
models of femininity and masculinity in social, occupational, and sex roles. There will be a focus
on current and historically controversial issues in men’s and women’s lives, with discussion
about the nature and development of gender roles, relationships and sexuality, and stereotypes
about gender and behavior specifically. Male and female student experiences will be used to
address the ways in which gender is constructed in our society. Students will be encouraged to
engage in self- reflection and critical thinking to help support, or refute, theories presented.

CC: Dr. Susan Farrell
Dr. William Winter



