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DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES AND HUMAN SERVICES
Dr. Stuart Parker, Chairperson

To: Provost Joanne Russell
From: Stuart Parker, Chair — Liberal Arts Chairs Sub-Committee
Thomas Eaton
Eileen Ferretti
Jacob Segal
Scott Cally
Alfonso Garcia-Osuna

Date: September 16, 2022
Subject: Change to the Liberal Arts Program Requirements

This memo represents a formal request from the Liberal Arts Chairs Sub-Committee for
the following to revisions of the program requirements for the Liberal Arts Major.

1. The inclusion of the Liberal Arts Seminar into the General program requirements for the
Liberal Arts Degree.

2. The creation of a 21 credit Liberal Arts degree requirements in conjunction with a Liberal
Arts Concentration. This change also includes the above-mentioned Liberal Arts
Seminar.

Rationale

Several program reviews of the Liberal Arts program over the past decade have identified
as a problem the fact that, as presently constituted, the major is generally experienced by
students as a collection of unconnected courses is a variety of disciplines that have their
own separate ways of conceptualizing problems, separate vocabularies and separate
concepts. This is reflected in the current program requirements. There is no introductory
course, little opportunity for career awareness of opportunities in the field, and little
sequencing or development of knowledge or skills.

In response, the Liberal Arts Chairs Sub-Committee is proposing the following two
changes.

1. Proposed General Liberal Arts Program Requirements for students who do not
enroll in a concentration. Elective replaced by the LAS.



This change replaces the elective with the proposed Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS) which is
aimed at giving every student in the major a solid foundation in what the Liberal Arts is,
and introduction to the skills and habits of mind prevalent in the field, an experience
using those tools to analyze a specific problem or theme and an overview of the various
academic and career options that are available. All incoming Liberal Arts majors will be
required to take the LAS in either their first or second semester unless they are coded into
the Allied Health group. Transfer students who are entering with 15 or more credits are
also exempted from the LAS requirement. The below note has been included to reflect
this:
*Transfer students with 15 or more credits and students coded into the Allied Health
Student Group are not required to take the Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS) and instead
will take 3 credits of Electives. Consultation with an academic advisor is HIGHLY
recommended for students meeting this criteria.

2. LA Program Requirements for students choosing to enroll in a Concentration

The general LA requirements are reduced by 9 credits to make room for a
9 credit concentration.

This set of requirements will apply to those students who are Liberal Arts Majors who
also choose to enroll in a concentration housed within the Liberal Arts Major. The
general requirements are reduced by nine credits to make room for a 9 credit
concentration. This will provide students with the opportunity to pursue a particular focus
within their major program of study. Under separate cover, we have adjusted each of the
existing Concentrations to reflect a common 9 credit structure. Our intent is to increase
enrollment over time in the concentrations so that more students will have the
opportunity to experience a more coherent and focused program of study.

As part of each concentration proposal the following notes will be included in the Course
Catalog to ensure consistency where appropriate.

*Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required courses to also
satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement. Students will take distinct classes to meet
their Flexible Core Requirements and are no longer allowed to “double-dip” (see note
listed under Major Requirements and Concentration Requirements).

*These courses have a prerequisite. To fulfill the prerequisite, students should select the

prerequisite course that meets their major requirement OR select the prerequisite course

that meets their CUNY Flexible Core requirement (see Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies Concentration).

*The Secondary Education Concentration is not recommended for students interested in
teaching in the STEM fields. Students interested in teaching in STEM should enroll in
the corresponding STEM Major (see Secondary Education Concentration).



CURRENT

Add/Delete/Change

A.A. LIBERAL ARTS - GENERAL CONCENTRATION

HEGIS: 5649.00

PROGRAM CODE: 01044

CUNY CORE

CREDITS

REQUIRED CORE: (4 Courses, 12 Credits)

12

When Required Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly
suggested and/or required for the major.

ENG 1200 Composition |

ENG 2400 Composition I

+ Mathematical & Quantitative Reasoning

+ Life and Physical Sciences

WW(W|w

FLEXIBLE CORE: (6 Courses, 18 Credits)

When Flexible Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly suggested
and/or required for the major. One course from each Group A to E. and one (1)
additional course from any group. No more than two courses can be selected from
the same discipline

A. World Cultures and Global Issues

B. U.S. Experience In Its Diversity

C. Creative Expression

D. Individual & Society

+ E. Scientific World

* Plus another course selected from any Group A-E

CHANGE

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: {89 10 Courses, 27 30 Credits)

27 30

CHANGE

No more than four (4) of the following aire{9} required courses may also satisfy a
CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

Art or

Media and Film Studies or

Music or

Theatre

AND

Speech

Literature

Philosophy

U.S. Politics

U.S. History

Psychology

Sociology

WWWWWWw(w




AND

World History or 3
Anthropology or
World Languages and Cultures
ADD AND
ADD Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)* 3
. - . . 03045
CHANGE ELECTIVES: 93 0 to 45 12 credits sufficient to meet required total of 60 credits. 12
TOTAL CREDITS: 60 60
Note:
*Transfer students with 15 or more credits and students coded into the Allied
ADD Health Student Group are not required to take the Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)

and instead will take 3 credits of Electives. Consultation with an academic
advisor is HIGHLY recommended for students meeting this criteria.

World Languages proficiency through the 200-level is recommended for students
who do not have native fluency, or have not successfully completed three years of

one foreign language in high school and passed the Regents Level 3 language exam.

These students may take a 100-level World Language as a Flexible Core: World
Cultures and Global Issues (Group A) Pathways requirement and a 200-level World
Language as a major requirement. Other concentrations may be able to do as listed
above.

For concentrations other than General, it is recommended that you speak with your
academic advisor.




PROPOSED

Add/Delete/Change

A.A. LIBERAL ARTS - GENERAL CONCENTRATION

HEGIS: 5649.00

PROGRAM CODE: 01044

CUNY CORE

CREDITS

REQUIRED CORE: (4 Courses, 12 Credits)

12

When Required Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly
suggested and/or required for the major.

ENG 1200 Composition |

ENG 2400 Composition I

+ Mathematical & Quantitative Reasoning

* Life and Physical Sciences

WIW(W|w

FLEXIBLE CORE: (6 Courses, 18 Credits)

When Flexible Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly suggested
and/or required for the major. One course from each Group A to E. and one (1)
additional course from any group. No more than two courses can be selected from
the same discipline

A. World Cultures and Global Issues

B. U.S. Experience In Its Diversity

C. Creative Expression

D. Individual & Society

E. Scientific World

+
+ Plus another course selected from any Group A-E

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: (10 Courses, 30 Credits)

30

No more than four (4) of the following required courses may also satisfy a CUNY
Flexible Core Requirement.

Art or

Media and Film Studies or

Music or

Theatre

AND

Speech

Literature

Philosophy

U.S. Politics

U.S. History

Psychology

Sociology

WIWWIW(W|W|(w




AND

World History or 3
Anthropology or
World Languages and Cultures
AND
Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)* 3
ELECTIVES: 0 to 12 credits sufficient to meet required total of 60 credits. 0-12
TOTAL CREDITS: 60 60

Note:

*Transfer students with 15 or more credits and students coded into the Allied
Health Student Group are not required to take the Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)
and instead will take 3 credits of Electives. Consultation with an academic
advisor is HIGHLY recommended for students meeting this criteria.

World Languages proficiency through the 200-level is recommended for students
who do not have native fluency, or have not successfully completed three years of

one foreign language in high school and passed the Regents Level 3 language exam.

These students may take a 100-level World Language as a Flexible Core: World
Cultures and Global Issues (Group A) Pathways requirement and a 200-level World
Language as a major requirement. Other concentrations may be able to do as listed
above.

For concentrations other than General, it is recommended that you speak with your
academic advisor.




CURRENT

Add/Delete/Change

A.A. LIBERAL ARTS - ALL OTHER CONCENTRATIONS (EXCLUDING GENERAL)

HEGIS: 5649.00

PROGRAM CODE: 01044

CUNY CORE

CREDITS

REQUIRED CORE: (4 Courses, 12 Credits)

12

When Required Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly
suggested and/or required for the major.

ENG 1200 Composition |

ENG 2400 Composition I

+ Mathematical & Quantitative Reasoning

+ Life and Physical Sciences

WWlw|w

FLEXIBLE CORE: (6 Courses, 18 Credits)

When Flexible Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly
suggested and/or required for the major. One course from each Group A to E. and
one (1) additional course from any group. No more than two courses can be
selected from the same discipline

A. World Cultures and Global Issues

B. U.S. Experience In Its Diversity

C. Creative Expression

D. Individual & Society

+ E. Scientific World

* Plus another course selected from any Group A-E

CHANGE

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: {89 7 Courses, 2# 21 Credits)

27 21

CHANGE

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required

courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

Art or

03

Media and Film Studies or

Music or

Theatre

AND

Speech

03

ADD

AND




ADD Literature or 03
ADD Philosophy
DELETE Philesephy 03
ADD AND
ADD U.S. Politics or 03
ADD U.S. History
DELETE Y-SHistory 03
ADD AND -
ADD Psychology or 03
Sociology
DELETE Seciology 83
AND
World History or 03
Anthropology or
World Languages and Cultures
ADD AND
ADD Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)* 03
ENGLISH CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 credlts) 9
futﬂLMajet;Geneentrat}en—and—GkMEle*MeGeF&Feqwements— Students
CHANGE enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required courses to also
satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
Select any three (3) Literature or Creative Writing courses for a total of nine (9)
credits.
Excluded: ENG 5500 - Cultural/Linguistic Aspects of Teaching Language
PHILOSOPHY CONCENTRATION (3 Courses 9 Credlts) 9
Mﬂ%@#@m&%en—ané@%ﬂembl&@%mqwemems— Students
CHANGE enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required courses to also
satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
Select any three (3) Philosophy courses for a total of nine (9) credits
CHANGE SECONDARY EDUCATION CONCENTRATION (84- 3 Courses, 42 9 Credits) 129




CHANGE

fumH-Majet;GeneentFauen—and—GUNALEle*rbleGeFeFequ#emems— Students

enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required courses to also

satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

DELETE

PSY-3500—Edueational-Psyehology

ADD

EDC 200 - Social Foundations of Education

AND

Select three3} two (2) courses in an academic area in which you are interested in
teaching (99 6 credits)

ADD

Note:

The Secondary Education Concentration is not recommended for students
interested in teaching in the STEM fields. Students interested in teaching in
STEM should enroll in the corresponding STEM Major.

CHANGE

SPANISH CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credlts)

Students
enrolled i |n a Concentratlon cannot use the following requlred courses to also

satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

Majors electing this concentration must take the following three (3) courses for a
total of nine (9) credits dependent upon Language Placement Examination Score:

Beginner:

SPA 100 - Elementary Spanish |

SPA 200 - Elementary Spanish |l

w

SPA 300 - Intermediate Spanish

Intermediate:

SPA 300 - Intermediate Spanish

SPA 400 - Readings in Hispanic Literature

SPA 1800 - Proper Models of Spanish Grammar and Conversation for Native
Speakers

Advanced:

SPA 1800 - Proper Models of Spanish Grammar and Conversation for Native
Speakers

Two (2) Spanish Literature/Culture Courses

CHANGE

WOMEN'S, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES CONCENTRATION (64 3
Courses, 42 9 Credits)

CHANGE

fumH-Majet;GeneentFauen—and—GUNALEle*rbleGeFeFequ#emems— Students

enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required courses to also

satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.




DELETE HIS-6600—Introductionto-Women's-and-Gender-Studies 3
ADD BEH 2100 - Introduction to Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
AND
Select-three{3} two (2) courses, one (1) course from each of the following two
CHANGE Groups eed in-Women's-and-Gender-Studies-from-the-following-courses (09 6 096
credits):
ADD Group I: Social Sciences (select one course) 3
ADD ANT 3900 - Sexuality and Culture*
DELETE ART-3900-History-of Women-in-Art
DELETE BlO-2800-Biclogy-of Women
DELETE ENG-6700—\Women-and-Literature
DELETE HIS-6800-U-S—Women's History
ADD PSY 3700 - Psychology of Gender*
ADD SOC 3800 - Sociology of Gender*
ADD POL 7500 - Women and Politics
ADD AND
ADD Group II: Humanities (select one course) 3
ADD ART 3900 - History of Women in Art
ADD ENG 6700 - Women and Literature
ADD PHI 6500 - Philosophy of Sex and Gender
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
Note:
*These courses have a prerequisite. To fulfill the prerequisite, students should
ADD . S n .
select the prerequisite course that meets their major requirement OR select
the prerequisite course that meets their CUNY Flexible Core requirement.
ADD HISTORY CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credits) 9
ADD Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
ADD Select three (3) History courses as follows:
ADD U.S. History (select one course)
ADD World History (select one course)
ADD U.S. History OR World History (select one course)




ELECTIVES: 0 credits sufficient to meet required total of 60 credits. 0
TOTAL CREDITS: 60 60
Note:
*Transfer students with 15 or more credits and students coded into the Allied
ADD Health Student Group are not required to take the Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)
and instead will take 3 credits of Electives. Consultation with an academic
advisor is HIGHLY recommended for students meeting this criteria.
World Languages proficiency through the 200-level is recommended for students
who do not have native fluency, or have not successfully completed three years of
one foreign language in high school and passed the Regents Level 3 language
exam. These students may take a 100-level World Language as a Flexible Core:
World Cultures and Global Issues (Group A) Pathways requirement and a 200-level
World Language as a major requirement. Other concentrations may be able to do as
listed above.
For concentrations other than General, it is recommended that you speak with your
academic advisor.
A.A. LIBERAL ARTS - POLITICAL SCIENCE CONCENTRATION
CHANGE DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: {99 7 Courses, 27 21 Credits) 27 21
CHANGE
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
Art or 03
Media and Film Studies or
Music or
Theatre
AND
Speech 03
ADD AND
ADD Literature or
ADD Philosophy
ADD AND
ADD U.S. Politics or 03
ADD U.S. History
ADD AND -




ADD Psychology or 03
ADD Sociology
Sociology 03
ADD AND
ADD World History or 03
ADD Anthropology or
ADD World Languages and Cultures
ADD AND
ADD Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)* 03
DELETE AND
DELETE PHI-6700—Political Philosephy—of
DELETE PHI7900—GlobalEthies
DELETE AND
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
DELETE
ADD POLITICAL SCIENCE CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credits) 9
ADD Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
ADD Select ONE (1) course from three of the four groups for a total of nine (9)
credits.
ADD Group I: Political Theory
ADD POL 5000 - Clash of Political Ideas: Introduction to Political Theory
ADD Group lI: U.S. Politics
ADD POL 5100 - Introduction to U.S. Government or
ADD POL 5500 - U.S. Political Parties




ADD Group lll: Global Politics

ADD POL 5200 - Introduction to Comparative Government or

ADD POL 5900 - Introduction to International Relations

ADD Group IV: State, Local, and Urban Politics

ADD POL 5300 - State and Local Government and Politics or

ADD POL 5600 - Urban Politics

CHANGE ELECTIVES: 03-+t0-15 0 credits sufficient to meet required total of 60 credits. 03-150

TOTAL CREDITS: 60 60
Note:
*Transfer students with 15 or more credits and students coded into the Allied

ADD Health Student Group are not required to take the Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)

and instead will take 3 credits of Electives. Consultation with an academic
advisor is HIGHLY recommended for students meeting this criteria.

World Languages proficiency through the 200-level is recommended for students
who do not have native fluency, or have not successfully completed three years of
one foreign language in high school and passed the Regents Level 3 language
exam. These students may take a 100-level World Language as a Flexible Core:
World Cultures and Global Issues (Group A) Pathways requirement and a 200-level
World Language as a major requirement. Other concentrations may be able to do as
listed above.

For concentrations other than General, it is recommended that you speak with your
academic advisor.




PROPOSED

Add/Delete/Change

A.A. LIBERAL ARTS - ALL OTHER CONCENTRATIONS (EXCLUDING GENERAL)

HEGIS: 5649.00

PROGRAM CODE: 01044

CUNY CORE

CREDITS

REQUIRED CORE: (4 Courses, 12 Credits)

12

When Required Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly
suggested and/or required for the major.

ENG 1200 Composition |

ENG 2400 Composition I

+ Mathematical & Quantitative Reasoning

* Life and Physical Sciences

WIWlWwWww

FLEXIBLE CORE: (6 Courses, 18 Credits)

When Flexible Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly
suggested and/or required for the major. One course from each Group A to E. and
one (1) additional course from any group. No more than two courses can be
selected from the same discipline

A. World Cultures and Global Issues

B. U.S. Experience In Its Diversity

C. Creative Expression

D. Individual & Society

+ E. Scientific World

* Plus another course selected from any Group A-E

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: (7 Courses, 21 Credits)

21

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

Art or

03

Media and Film Studies or

Music or

Theatre

AND

Speech

03

AND

Literature or

03

Philosophy




AND

U.S. Politics or

03

U.S. History

AND

ADD

Psychology or

Sociology

AND

World History or

03

Anthropology or

World Languages and Cultures

AND

Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)*

03

ENGLISH CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 credits)

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

Select any three (3) Literature or Creative Writing courses for a total of nine (9)
credits.

Excluded: ENG 5500 - Cultural/Linguistic Aspects of Teaching Language

PHILOSOPHY CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credits)

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

Select any three (3) Philosophy courses for a total of nine (9) credits

SECONDARY EDUCATION CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credits)

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

EDC 200 - Social Foundations of Education

AND

Select two (2) courses in an academic area in which you are interested in teaching
(6 credits)

Note:




The Secondary Education Concentration is not recommended for students
interested in teaching in the STEM fields. Students interested in teaching in
STEM should enroll in the corresponding STEM Major.

SPANISH CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credits) 9
Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
Maijors electing this concentration must take the following three (3) courses for a
total of nine (9) credits dependent upon Language Placement Examination Score:
Beginner:
SPA 100 - Elementary Spanish | 3
SPA 200 - Elementary Spanish |l 3
SPA 300 - Intermediate Spanish 3
Intermediate:
SPA 300 - Intermediate Spanish 3
SPA 400 - Readings in Hispanic Literature 3
SPA 1800 - Proper Models of Spanish Grammar and Conversation for Native 3
Speakers
Advanced:
SPA 1800 - Proper Models of Spanish Grammar and Conversation for Native 3
Speakers
Two (2) Spanish Literature/Culture Courses 6
WOMEN'S, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES CONCENTRATION (3 9
Courses, 9 Credits)
Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
BEH 2100 - Introduction to Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 3
AND
Select two (2) courses, one (1) course from each of the following two Groups 6
(6 credits)
Group I:_Social Sciences (select one course) 3

ANT 3900 - Sexuality and Culture*

PSY 3700 - Psychology of Gender*

SOC 3800 - Sociology of Gender*

POL 7500 - Women and Politics

AND




Group Il: Humanities (select one course)

ART 3900 - History of Women in Art

ENG 6700 - Women and Literature

PHI 6500 - Philosophy of Sex and Gender

Note:

*These courses have a prerequisite. To fulfill the prerequisite, students should
select the prerequisite course that meets their major requirement OR select
the prerequisite course that meets their CUNY Flexible Core requirement.

HISTORY CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credits)

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

Select three (3) History courses as follows:

U.S. History (select one course)

World History (select one course)

U.S. History OR World History (select one course)

POLITICAL SCIENCE CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credits)

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

Select ONE (1) course from three of the four groups for a total of nine (9)
credits.

Group I: Political Theory

POL 5000 - Clash of Political Ideas: Introduction to Political Theory

Group II: U.S. Politics

POL 5100 - Introduction to U.S. Government or

POL 5500 - U.S. Political Parties

Group lll: Global Politics

POL 5200 - Introduction to Comparative Government or

POL 5900 - Introduction to International Relations

Group IV: State, Local, and Urban Politics

POL 5300 - State and Local Government and Politics or

POL 5600 - Urban Politics

ELECTIVES: 0 credits sufficient to meet required total of 60 credits.




TOTAL CREDITS: 60

60

Note:

ADD

*Transfer students with 15 or more credits and students coded into the Allied
Health Student Group are not required to take the Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)
and instead will take 3 credits of Electives. Consultation with an academic
advisor is HIGHLY recommended for students meeting this criteria.

World Languages proficiency through the 200-level is recommended for students
who do not have native fluency, or have not successfully completed three years of
one foreign language in high school and passed the Regents Level 3 language
exam. These students may take a 100-level World Language as a Flexible Core:
World Cultures and Global Issues (Group A) Pathways requirement and a 200-level
World Language as a major requirement. Other concentrations may be able to do as
listed above.

For concentrations other than General, it is recommended that you speak with your
academic advisor.
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