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MEMO

To: Curriculum Committee
From: Stuart Parker
Ivana Espinet
Re: Proposed Changes to the Liberal Arts Secondary Education Concentration

Date: September 16, 2022

The Liberal Arts- Secondary Education Concentration has been moribund for several years now.
Its original design as a four course, 12 credit concentration, which is no longer the format for
concentrations, and a required PSY course that we no longer offer was the immediate impetus for
this proposal.

Two outside changes have presented a need to revitalize this concentration, rather than sunsetting
it.

1. The pandemic exacerbated a systemic teacher shortage throughout the country, including
New York City.

2. The New York DOE and CUNY have embarked on several new initiatives, including the
Men’s Teach Program and an initiative to recruit STEM majors into the teaching
profession. KCC is involved in both of those initiatives.

Therefore, we are proposing the following changes to the Concentration.
e A change in the Concentrations structure from 12 credits to 9 credits.

e A change in the required course for the concentration from PSY 35 — Educational
Psychology to EDC 200 — Social Foundations of Education.

¢ A notation regarding students interested in teaching in the STEM fields.

“The Secondary Education Concentration is not recommended for students interested in teaching in the
STEM fields. Students interested in teaching in STEM should enroll in the corresponding STEM Major.”

¢ A note regarding double dipping. “Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the
following required courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.”




Rationale:

The first change is primarily an administrative one aimed at aligning the Concentration structure
with the recently adopted format for all Liberal Arts Concentrations as 9 credit programs and the
new proposed LA 21 credit degree option for students who enroll in a concentration.

The second change has two rationales:

e EDC 200 is a recognized transferable course across the CUNY system into any senior

college education program.

e The Teacher Education field nation-wide has recognized the need for teacher candidates
to have courses that are contextualized toward educational practice. Therefore, there has
been a general move within the field away from generic discipline courses such as
Educational Psychology. This is reflected in Brooklyn College’s teacher education
courses as well.

Catalog Changes:

Add/Delete/Change

A.A. LIBERAL ARTS - ALL OTHER CONCENTRATIONS (EXCLUDING GENERAL)

HEGIS: 5649.00

PROGRAM CODE: 01044

CUNY CORE CREDITS
REQUIRED CORE: (4 Courses, 12 Credits) 12
When Required Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly

suggested and/or required for the major.

ENG 1200 Composition | 3
ENG 2400 Composition Il 3

+ Mathematical & Quantitative Reasoning 3

+ Life and Physical Sciences 3
FLEXIBLE CORE: (6 Courses, 18 Credits) 18

When Flexible Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly suggested
and/or required for the major. One course from each Group A to E. and one (1)
additional course from any group. No more than two courses can be selected from
the same discipline

A. World Cultures and Global Issues

B. U.S. Experience In Its Diversity




C. Creative Expression

D. Individual & Society

+ E. Scientific World

1 Plus another course selected from any Group A-E

CHANGE DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: (09 7 Courses, 27 21 Credits) 27 21
CHANGE ollowing-nine-{9)-course-may-also-satisfy-a-Flexible Co ' Reguirement— Students
enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required courses to also
satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
Art or 03
Media and Film Studies or
Music or
Theatre
AND
Speech 03
ADD AND
ADD Literature or 03
ADD Philosophy
DELETE Philosophy 03
ADD AND
ADD U.S. Politics or 03
ADD U.S. History
DELETE U-SHistory 03
ADD AND ;
ADD Psychology or 03
- Sociology
DELETE Seciology 03




AND

World History or 03
Anthropology or
World Languages and Cultures
ADD AND
ADD Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)* 03
CHANGE SECONDARY EDUCATION CONCENTRATION (04 3 Courses, 42 9 Credits) 429
hat fulfill MaiorC ion_and CUNY_FI "||g = - "
CHANGE Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.
DELETE PSY 3500~ Educational-Psychology 03
ADD EDC 200 - Social Foundations of Education 3
AND
Select three{3) two (2) courses in an academic area in which you are interested 09 6
in teaching (09 6 credits)
ADD Note:
The Secondary Education Concentration is not recommended for students
interested in teaching in the STEM fields. Students interested in teaching in
STEM should enroll in the corresponding STEM Major.
ELECTIVES: 0 credits sufficient to meet required total of 60 credits. 0
TOTAL CREDITS: 60 60

Note:

*Transfer students with 15 or more credits and students coded into the Allied
Health Student Group are not required to take the Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)
and instead will take 3 credits of Electives. Consultation with an academic
advisor is HIGHLY recommended for students meeting this criteria.

World Languages proficiency through the 200-level is recommended for
students who do not have native fluency, or have not successfully completed
three years of one foreign language in high school and passed the Regents
Level 3 language exam. These students may take a 100-level World
Language as a Flexible Core: World Cultures and Global Issues (Group A)
Pathways requirement and a 200-level World Language as a major
requirement. Other concentrations may be able to do as listed above.




For concentrations other than General, it is recommended that you speak with
your academic advisor.

Proposed

Add/Delete/Change

A.A. LIBERAL ARTS - SECONDARY EDUCATION CONCENTRATION

HEGIS: 5649.00

PROGRAM CODE: 01044

CUNY CORE

CREDITS

REQUIRED CORE: (4 Courses, 12 Credits)

12

When Required Core courses are specified for a category, they are
strongly suggested and/or required for the major.

ENG 1200 Composition |

ENG 2400 Composition Il

* Mathematical & Quantitative Reasoning

* Life and Physical Sciences

W W | Ww|w

FLEXIBLE CORE: (6 Courses, 18 Credits)

18

When Flexible Core courses are specified for a category, they are strongly
suggested and/or required for the major. One course from each Group A to
E. and one (1) additional course from any group. No more than two
courses can be selected from the same discipline

A. World Cultures and Global Issues

B. U.S. Experience In Its Diversity

C. Creative Expression

D. Individual & Society

* E. Scientific World

* Plus another course selected from any Group A - E

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: (7 Courses, 21 Credits)

21

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.




Art or

03

Media and Film Studies or

Music or

Theatre

AND

Speech

03

AND

Literature or

03

Philosophy

AND

U.S. Politics or

03

U.S. History

AND

Psychology or

03

Sociology

AND

World History or

03

Anthropology or

World Languages and Cultures

AND

Liberal Arts Seminar (LAS)*

03




SECONDARY EDUCATION CONCENTRATION (3 Courses, 9 Credits)

Students enrolled in a Concentration cannot use the following required
courses to also satisfy a CUNY Flexible Core Requirement.

EDC 200 - Social Foundations of Education

AND

Select two (2) courses in an academic area in which you are interested in
teaching 6 credits)

Note:

The Secondary Education Concentration is not recommended for students
interested in teaching in the STEM fields. Students interested in teaching
in STEM should enroll in the corresponding STEM Major.

ELECTIVES: 0 credits sufficient to meet required total of 60 credits.

TOTAL CREDITS: 60

60

Note:

*Transfer students with 15 or more credits and students coded into the
Allied Health Student Group are not required to take the Liberal Arts
Seminar (LAS) and instead will take 3 credits of Electives. Consultation
with an academic advisor is HIGHLY recommended for students meeting
this criteria.

World Languages proficiency through the 200-level is recommended for students
who do not have native fluency, or have not successfully completed three years
of one foreign language in high school and passed the Regents Level 3
language exam. These students may take a 100-level World Language as a
Flexible Core: World Cultures and Global Issues (Group A) Pathways
requirement and a 200-level World Language as a major requirement. Other
concentrations may be able to do as listed above.

For concentrations other than General, it is recommended that you speak with
your academic advisor.
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