KINGSBOROUGH

Pa—

E B e T Office For Student Development/Dean of Students

September 10, 2003

Dear Student (Student’s Parent or Guardian):

As the college health service director at Kingsborough Community College, I am writing

to inform you about meningococcal disease, a potentially fatal bacterial infection commonly
referred to as meningitis, and a new law in New York State. On July 22, 2003, Governor
Pataki signed New York State Public Health Law (NYS PHL) §2167 requiring institutions,
including colleges and universities, to distribute information about meningococcal disease
and vaccination to all students meeting the enrollment criteria, whether they live on or off
campus. This law became effective on August 15, 2003 (prior to the Fall 2003 semester).

Kingsborough Community College is required to maintain a record of the following for
each student:

e A response to receipt of meningococcal disease and vaccine information signed
by the student or if a student is under the age of 18, by the student’s parent or
guardian. The information provided to you must include information on the
availability and cost of meningococcal meningitis vaccine (Menomune™);
AND EITHER

e A record of meningococcal meningitis immunization within the past 10 years;
OR

e An acknowledgement of meningococcal disease risks and refusal of
meningococcal meningitis immunization signed by the student or if a student
is under the age of 18, by the student’s parent or guardian.

Meningitis is rare. However, when it strikes, its flu-like symptoms make diagnosis
difficult. If not treated early, meningitis can lead to swelling of the fluid surrounding the
brain and spinal column as well as severe and permanent disabilities, such as hearing loss,
brain damage, seizures, limb amputation and even death.
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http://www.kingsborough.edu/
http://www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/communicable_diseases/en/menin.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/diseaseinfo/meningococcal_g.htm
http://www.acha.org/projects_programs/meningitis/disease_info.cfm#overview

