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Three Types of  Online Courses

There are three types of  online course that you can find at CUNYfirst: 

• Online (Synchronous): has a specific date and time 

• TBA (Asynchronous): does not have a specific date and time 

• Hybrid: has a specific date and time, but the instructor will determine 
meeting frequency



Online (Synchronous) 

Students meet in real-time online on specific days and times
Ex.: Mon/Wed 8AM-9AM
For class access, students must:
• log in to virtual learning platform/course
• commit to scheduled class days and times
• engage with instructors and classmates
• be virtually present at the same time weekly



Online (Synchronous) 
The class meets on specific days and at specific times



TBA (Asynchronous)

Students do not meet or have any assigned days and times
• Students do not log in to virtual learning platform/course
• Students are not required to engage in live classes
• Class interactions are not mandatory
BUT:
• Students are required to turn in  the work by the assigned deadlines 

(included in syllabus)



TBA (Asynchronous)
Do not meet on specific days or times



Hybrid

Students meet in real-time online on specific days (Ex.: Mon/Wed 8AM-
9AM), but the instructor determines the meeting frequency
For the designated synchronous classes, students must:
• log in to virtual learning platform/course weekly, bi-weekly, or 

monthly (included in syllabus)
• commit to scheduled class days and times
• engage with instructors and classmates



Hybrid



Why Synchronous or Hybrid Classes? 

Good choice/s for students who do not have job requirements or 
personal circumstances during a specific time of  day

• predictable meeting days and times

• frequent face-to-face interaction with faculty members and classmates

• real-time discussions with faculty members and classmates

• time commitments to be online at specific days and times



Why TBA (Asynchronous)? 

Good choice for students who have job requirements or personal 
circumstances during a specific time of  day
• work independently in a self-paced style without having to meet at a regularly 

scheduled times

• maximum flexibility when it comes to choosing when to read course assignments 
and complete assignments/exams

• limited access to technology 

• able to manage own schedule/plan long-term projects/ keep deadlines



TRiO Student Support Services

Program Director, Faith Fogelman: faith.fogelman@kbcc.cuny.edu-
718.368.5280

Retention Specialist, Suellen Butnik: suellen.butnik@kbcc.cuny.edu

Persistence Specialist, Dinara Kuatova: dinara.kuatova@kbcc.cuny.edu

Visit the TRiO website
https://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/trio/Homepage.html
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